The Church of St. Philip ADVENT NEWS

| Advent 2009

Advent Greetings from the Pastor,

As we enter into the Season of Advent and Christmas, we celebrate our faith in Christ who has come and will come
again. Our parish newsletter includes information about
time to read through the newsletter and plan to join us for all of our Advent and Christmas Liturgies and events.

| will be going to Guadalajara, Mexico in January to study Spanish at the CIRIMEX Spanish Language and Latin
Culture Program.. | will leave on January 2, 2010 and will return on January 30, 2010. The program includes 8
hours a day, Monday through Friday of one on one classes in Spanish language. | will be living with a Spanish
Speaking Family and participating in cultural activities as part of my 4 week emersion program. The program is
being sponsored by the Diocese of New Ulm. The program will hopefully help me to communicate and minister better
with our Spanish speaking brothers and sisters here in our parish. Please keep me in your prayers while | am away
studying.

While | am gone, | have arranged for Bishop LeVoir and priests to come and celebrate Masses on the weekends.
Deacon Adam McMillan will celebrate Word and Communion Services on Tuesdays and Wednesdays and Msgr.
Garvey and Fr. John Pearson will celebrate the Masses on Thursdays and Fridays. They will also be available to

cover any emergencies.

Fr. Joe Steinbeisser

As you enter into the gathering
area at the Church of St. Philip
you will notice a 12 foot ever-
green tree with colored tags.
We call this our Giving Tree.
The tags have suggested gifts
that parishioners are invited to
bring and place under the tree.

Working together with other ; TS
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churches and community ser- ARG AP

vices, we will give these gifts
at Christmas time to those in
need. You can help by taking a o .
tag off the tree and return a gift St. Philip School Christmas Concert
Food Donations, gifts and
monetary donations are all ap-

The students of our parish school will present

preciated as we strife to help their annual Christmas concert on Tue_:sday, De-
our brothers and sisters in cember 22nd in the church. There will be two
need. performances: 1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Perhaps you want to help a family this Christmas, We invite you to step out of the busyness of
with a meal and presents for the family. Let us
know by calling the parish office. Last year, St. December and join us to enjoy some of the music
Philipds helped over 30 f B mfthistdlyséaRshnks to your sup-

port.
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A Community Posada Celebration

December 17, 2009
7:00pm
at
The Church of St. Philip, Litchfield MN

Everyone is invited to come together for an
evening of cultural sharing as we celebrate a
Posada celebration.

The evening is designed to bring together the
diversity of peoples from different cultures
here in our Litchfield Community. We will
celebrate together a Posada Prayer and Cele-
bration as well as have the opportunity to
meet and greet our neighbors we may or may
not know. We hope to share with one an-
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here in Litchfield.

Please join us! Invite your Neighbor!
Invite your Co -Worker! Let us all wel-
come one another as we welcome Christ

Solemnity of The Immaculate

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Mass for the Holy Day Will be Celebrated

on

Monday, December 7th at 7:00pm

Tuesday, December 8th at 12nn

Tuesday, December 8th at 6:00pm
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The Church of St. Philip_ and Zion Lutheran

Church will be the Hosts of this celebration.

The word posada means "inn" or "shelter" in Spanish,
and these celebrations recreate Mary and Joseph's
search for a place to stay in Bethlehem. Posadas are
held on each of the nine nights leading up to Christmas,
from December 16 to 24th. The nine nights of posadas
are said to represent the nine months that Jesus spent
in Mary's womb, or alternatively, to represent nine days
journey to Bethlehem. A Traditional Posada celebration
consists of a procession with candles, sometimes with
individuals selected to play the parts of Mary and Jo-
seph, or sometimes images are carried. The procession
will make its way to a particular home (a different one
each night), where a special song is sung. In this song
those outside the house sing the part of Joseph asking
for shelter and the family inside responds singing the
part of the innkeeper saying that there is no room. The
song switches back and forth a few times until finally
the innkeeper decides to let them in. The door is
opened and everyone goes inside.

Inside the house there is a celebration which can vary

from a very big fancy party to a small get -together
among friends. Often the festivities begin with a short

Bible reading and prayer. Then the hosts give the
guests food, usually tamales and a hot drink - like
ponche or atole . Then there are pifiatas and the children
are given candy.

Our Lady of Guadalupe

will be celebrated with Mass on
Sun., Dec. 13th at 12:00pm. A Pot

Luck Lunch will follow
Church Hall. Join Us!

in the



